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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE OF JUNE 13 ON TRAN NGOC CHAU 
REFS: A) STATE 125932; B) SAIGON 7609 

1. TRAN NGOC CHAU HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON. WE ARE TOLD ON 
GOOD AUTHORITY THAT HE IS NOW UNDERGOING CHIEU HOI-TYPE ORIENTATION. 

2. WE ALSO HAVE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE MCCOMBS STORY: 

A. MCCOMBS' STATEMENT PARA 9, REF A. THAT THIEU'S MOTIVE IN 

ARRESTING CHAU WAS ANGER AT CHAU'S CONTACT WITH THE AMERICANS RATHER 
THAN CHAU'S TREASONABLE LIAISON WITH HIS BROTHER, IS MERELY HEARSAY 
OF WHICH THERE ALWAYS HAS BEEN A GREAT DEAL IN VIET-NAM. CHAU 
BROKE VIETNAMESE LAW, ADMITTED IT, AND HAS BEEN PUNISHED FOR IT. 

ANY OTHER MOTIVATION ATTRIBUTED BY MCCOMBS TO THIEU FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTION AGAINST CHAU IS SPECULATION WITH NO BASIS IN 
FACT. 

B. ALTHOUGH CHAU WAS SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS IN PRISON AT HARD LABOR 
AS MCCOMBS ASSERTS IN PARA 10, OUR INFORMATION IS THAT HE WAS KEPT 

IN CIVILIAN JAILS AND TREATED WITH COURTESY. 

C. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW MCCOMBS' SOURCES FOR HIS STORY, 

WE THINK IT FAIR TO SUGGEST THAT RADICAL OPPOSITIONISTS LIKE MRS. 
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PRISONERS OF THE THIRD FORCE" MUST BE FRUSTRATED BY THEIR APPARENT 
INABILITY SO FAR TO CONTACT CHAU. 

D. THIEU SPEECH HAS BEEN WIDELY MISREPORTED. (FOR FULL TEXT 
SEE REF B.) THE WORD "BETRAYAL” IN PARA 17, REF A, IS THE 
JOURNALIST’S WORD. THIEU DID NOT USE SUCH TERM NOR DOES THAT 
REPRESENT THE ESSENCE OF HIS SPEECH. NOR HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US. THIS IS EVIDENT FROM READING THE 
SPEECH. 

MARTIN 
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